Essex Interclub Match Rules

Correct As At May 2015
1. Pools to be paid in cash at the meeting prior to each match. Failure to do so will result in the team being ineligable to fish. Pools will not be accepted on the morning of the match unless in exceptionable circumstances e.g. cancelled matches, where all clubs have previously agreed this.

2. League matches will be pegged down with pegs not less than 15yds apart except for a still water where this may be left to the discretion of the host club. Any access to pegs will be open to all competitors 

3. A draw will be made to determine team member positions for sections. No team members to be placed. 

4. Each competitor shall be responsible for ensuring that correct weight of his catch is recorded by the section steward. 
5. All competitors must be bona fide members of the representative club. Once a competitor has fished for one team he cannot then fish for another team that season.

6. All matches shall usually commence at 10.00 and end at 3.00pm. Any alterations to this starting shall be determined by consensus at the team meeting prior to the match. The draw is normally held at 8.30 and the team captains must provide a full team listing before participating in the draw. The draw number for any angler failing to arrive before the start of the match will be given to the competitor fishing nearest to the place of the draw.

7. No bait may be given to a competitor during the match.

8. Peg numbers to remain in place until after the match is over.

9. No assistance to be given to competitors at any time (this includes the practice of bank running). Disabled competitors may have assistance if permission is first granted by the league committee at the meeting prior to the match.

10. Competitors may plumb the depth, shot floats, and place keepnets prior to starting the match but no groundbaiting prior to the start.

11. Competitors are allowed to wade during the match.  

12. Every competitor must fish within one yard of an imaginary line between his peg number and the water. On flowing water he will fish from his position in the direction of the flow to within one yard of the next peg. On still water he will fish as far as half the distance between his peg and the pegs either side. Where competitors are drawn on the opposite bank the limit of the swim will be the line midway between each bank. The competitors will restrict his activities to these boundaries. Neither his person, his tackle, his bait or groundbaits must intrude into his neighbours swim.

13. A competitor shall have in use only one rod or pole, one line and one hook at any time this includes not feeding with the pole cup whilst fishing with another pole or rod, but may have other tackle assembled for use in a position behind him, providing that no other such tackle are baited. Any bait, subject to local rules, may be used except live and dead fish, spinning baits or artificial lures. All groundbait must be thrown by hand or by the use of catapults, throwing sticks, swimfeeders and bait droppers, but no other mechanical means of projecting groundbaits is allowed.

14. Competitors must play and land their own fish. Competitors will cease fishing at the finishing signal, but may be allowed no more than 15mins to land fish hooked prior to the finishing signal.

15. All fish are eligible except: those that are out of season, those barred by host club, game fish and pike.

16. No competitor may leave his or her peg except for the call of nature. Anyone found walking during the match i.e. 10 till 3 will lose all his/her points and his/her team will be penalised a further 6 points on the day. Anglers leaving their peg through illness or any other exceptional circumstance during the match should inform the section steward or if the are the steward notify the angler on the next peg their reasons for leaving.

17. Competitors must retain all fish in a keepnet of not less than 8ft in length with a diameter of not less that 15” circular or of a size not less than 15” by 10” rectangular. Competitors must if practical, keep alive all fish caught, which after being carefully weighed be returned by the scalesman. If for any reason competitors cannot keep fish alive, the stewards shall have the power to weigh in during the course of the match and return the fish to the water. In the case of very small fish, suitable containers may be used to retain the fish for weighing.

18. No competitor may have his catch weighed, who has litter lying on the banks of his swim.

19. The individual weight of each competitor will be recorded to the nearest quarter of an ounce on clock-faced scales, which are set to zero before each weighing. Each team must provide accurate scales. Tripods/stands are not required unless the host team specifically requests this. In the event of a team not bringing scales then they will be fined £6 this can be waived at the discretion of the EICL committee.

20. Any objections must be lodged with divisional league official or committee member within one hour of the match. Disputes to be settled by a consensus of all team captains fishing the match. In the event of team captains being unable to reach a decision the matter must be referred to a full meeting of the EICL.

21. The results of the matches will be determined by a points system. The top weight in each section will receive the same amount of points as team competing in the league. The second highest weight one less point etc. In the event of an angler(s) failing to catch fish, together with any absent or disqualified anglers they shall receive no points. If there is a tie on points for section places, the normal points will be added together and divided by the number of anglers involved in the tie. The team with the highest number of points will be declared the winner of each match and points for team placings will be given as per the system used for ascertaining the match winners. These points will be carried forward and at the end of the league the team with the highest number of points will be declared the overall winners. In the event of a tie on points the team with the highest aggregate points over the total matches will decide the issue. 

22. The league shall be the duration of 6 matches however in the event of it not being possible to complete 6 matches on the agreed dates at the start of the season, including the reserve date, the final placings will be deemed as those at the end of the last match.

23. In the event of a tie on points for the team, Individual, KO cup placings at any time then weight will be the deciding factor. For the individual KO if two or more members blank when drawn against each other, rather than the tossing of a coin to decide who should proceed into the next round. The person who is higher in the overall league individual trophy up to that point will go through to the next round. The tossing of a coin will still be used in the first round in the event of both people blanking.

24. Holders of trophies shall upon presentation, give a guarantee for their safety and shall deliver them in a clean and satisfactory condition at the meeting prior to the AGM.

25. EICL league members are banned from fishing a host venue on a sat prior to an EICL match being held on the venue on the Sunday.

26. All these rules are subject to river authority bye-laws

27. If the league is split into 2 or more Divisions then – 2 teams should be promoted and two teams relegated, however in the event of more teams wanting to join or leave the league then the league would aim to keep as close as balance between the divisions as possible, but in this eventuality one team would always be relegated from the higher division with the number of promotion places from the lower division increased if required to keep the balance. E.g. current league size 13 (div 1 7 teams, div 2 6 teams) if 2 new teams join then only the bottom in div 1 would be relegated and 2 teams would be promoted (div 1, 8 teams div 2, 7 teams)

28. If a club having 2 teams in the league and drops one of its teams, then the remaining team will be become the sole representative and will occupy the higher position of the 2 teams.

29. Mobile phones can be used but anglers are asked to keep use to a minimum and not disturb other anglers

30. In the event of any doubts over if a match is to be held or not – a final decision must be made by the host club by 8pm on the Friday prior to the match

31. New clubs wishing to join the league from Jan 2012 should be capable of hosting a round of the league (60 pegs as at 2012) without resorting to charging a peg fee to other teams. All new teams would be considered at annual AGM. On agreement of the majority of team captains at the AGM this rule can be waived. 

Confirmed at agm May 2015
